

 
 
 YEAR 1 CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 
WELCOME TO THE NEW AUTUMN TERM 

A warm welcome back to a new and exciting school year.

The teachers in Year 1 are: Ms Harrington (1H), Ms Ravi-Varma (1R) and Ms Monani (1M) supported by Mrs Sarno (HLTA)

Teaching Assistants: Mrs Wright (1M), Ms Taylor (1R), Mrs Panayi (1H)

Additional staff: Mrs Prendergast (Rainbow Class Teacher) supported by Mrs Gorolini 

Head of Department: Mrs J. Conway 


WHAT WE WILL BE LEARNING
In English the children will be given lots of opportunities to develop their speaking and listening abilities working towards developing their story-telling skills. They will continue with the RWI scheme to further develop their knowledge of sounds for reading and writing.
Children will be provided with a Book Bag book, along with a RWI paper book. These allow them to practise their phonics skills. They will also have a book of their choice for you to share with them at home. These should be returned to school on a regular basis in order to be changed.

The children will be developing and extending their writing skills in all areas of the curriculum. They will be taught how to form all letters and numerals correctly and will be expected to produce neat and legible work at all times.

Please try to read with your child every day & talk to them about the books they bring home to make sure that they understand them. Help them to practise their spellings and encourage them to complete homework tasks neatly.

Please make sure that they bring their book bags to school every day! 
 
In mathematics we will be focusing on developing their understanding of number. They should be able to read, order & write numbers to at least 20 and, by the end of July the expectation will be to 100. They will be given opportunities to develop their skills using simple addition & subtraction calculations & extend their understanding of shape & measures. The children will be encouraged to apply their mathematical knowledge to everyday situations by undertaking practical counting & calculation activities involving money & simple measures. You can help your child by singing number rhymes & playing counting games like snakes & ladders. 











 
 
 
 











In Science our main topic this half term is Ourselves.  The children will label the basic parts of a human body and say which part is associated with each sense. Throughout the year the children will be looking at Seasonal Change. 

In History we will be learning about a significant person Martin Luther King. They will learn about chronology and create a time line of key events and use source material to explore his significance.  


The Geography topic is Continents, Oceans and British Isles. The children will learn to name and identify the seven continents, five oceans and the countries of the United Kingdom. 

In Art the children will work towards creating their own art piece inspired by Bridget Riley’s optical art. Their artwork will be made by cutting and sticking shapes out of striped car. They will also experiment by sketching lined and patterned designs. 


In D&T the children will be exploring mechanisms; sliders and levers. They will understand how the mechanism works, joining techniques culminating in the designing, making and evaluating a greetings card that incorporates either a sliding or lever mechanism.  

In R.E. the children will explore both the Christian and Muslim faith and what people of these faiths believe. 

In PHSE the children will discuss and learn about families and friendships, safe relationships and respecting ourselves and others.  


In Computing the children will be learning how to be safe on the internet as well as developing their understanding of technology and how it can help them in everyday lives. They will start to become familiar with the different components of a computer and develop keyboard skills They develop an understanding of a range of tools used for digital painting. The children will regularly consider how to use technology responsibly.


Talk Time: is a weekly activity that encourages the children to discuss, explain, agree, disagree and question topical issues and philosophical questions. 



[bookmark: _Hlk141381027]Values: Our school and British values are explored and shared in assemblies and are key elements in learning and social behaviour choices. 

 
 
 














Homework: 
Your child reading daily at home is our homework focus for this term. Scheme reading books need to be read at least three times to develop your child’s ability to read fluently. Listen to them, discuss what they have read, ask them questions and read to them. Don’t forget to date, sign and comment in their reading record book
It is important that children bring the Book Bag and scheme reading book to school every day!


Term Time Absence:  Please note: The Government expects children to maintain an attendance rate of 96% each year.
It is not acceptable to request lengthy periods of absence due to the impact this will have on your child’s education.
A request for Permission for Absence in Exceptional Circumstances should be made to Ms Ahmet prior to making any travel arrangements.
Each request will be reviewed on an individual basis.  You will be expected to provide evidence to support the reason for your request for absence from school.

P.E. Kit:  Your child will need to come to school in their PE kit on Tuesdays.  This lesson will be taught by Coach Matthew. Additional PE lessons 1M and 1R, Thursday, 1H Wednesday. 
Please ensure your child is in the school PE kit -navy shorts, joggers or leggings, house t-shirts (Bedford blue, Richmond, red, Grosvenor green, York yellow and trainers. PE kit—as well as all our school uniform— is available from the Smiths Outfitters. Please ensure your child is able to take off and put on their trainers and do them up. 

JEWELLERY: Please ensure your child does not wear any jewellery to school. 
Only stud earrings in pierced ears are permitted for safety reasons.


IMPORTANT DATES
Autumn Term:
Parents’ Evenings at school-
Wednesday 18th October 3.30-5.30
                              Thursday 19th October 3.30-5.30

SCHOOL CLOSURES:
Autumn Term:
· Last day of the half term Friday 20th October (school finishes 3.20 normal time) 
· Half Term: 23rd – 27th October 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Monday 30th October – INSET Day -SCHOOL CLOSED

Last Day of Autumn Term: 
· Wednesday 20th December - School ends at 2pm







