

 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk113204602]  YEAR 2 CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER 
WELCOME TO THE AUTUMN TERM

A warm welcome back to a new and exciting school year.

The teachers in Year 2 are: Mrs Conway (2C), Miss Pryor (2P) and Miss Kiran (2K) supported by Mrs Altinok (HLTA)

Teaching Assistants: Mrs Abdi (2P), Ms Kennedy (2K)

Additional staff: Mrs Prendergast (Rainbow Class Teacher) supported by Mrs Gorolini 

Head of Department: Mrs J. Conway 
 
What we are learning this term:
English: 
We follow the National Curriculum for English. The children will continue to develop and apply their phonic knowledge when reading and writing. They will all have daily opportunities to develop their writing skills through a range of different writing genres, grammar and foundation subject sessions. Our main writing focus this term will be narrative recounts, instruction writing and letter writing. The children will develop their understanding and use of grammar in writing increase spelling accuracy. The children will also participate in daily reading fluency sessions to develop their recognition of words, the speed at which they read and their comprehension skills. RWI phonics will continue daily with short burst activities.

Mathematics: 
We follow the National Curriculum for Mathematics that covers a range of mathematical skills including calculating, measuring, money, time, data handling and shape. There is a strong emphasis this term on understanding number and place value (tens and ones) as well as reading, writing and using numbers to 100 in numerals and words. We will be working on extending the children’s addition, subtraction and multiplication skills. The children will develop their skills in problem solving, reasoning and explanation. 

How can you help your child?
Get involved in your child’s Literacy education by reading fiction and non-fiction books daily with them. Try to visit the local library with your child to choose from their varied collection. Please talk to your child about the books you read together asking them questions to make sure they understand what they have read. Read them a bed- time story each night. Most of all enjoy reading together!

Reading is the key to success!
 












 
[bookmark: _Hlk113204654]In Mathematics you can help your child by counting in 1s, 2s, 5s and 10’s as well as practicing number bonds to 10 and 20 and the corresponding number subtraction facts. E.g. 7+3=10, 3+7 =10 so 10-3=7 and 10-7=3. Playing board games such as Snakes and Ladders and cooking together are fun ways for children to practice number and measuring skills.

History: we begin the year learning about two significant and influential people from history. We will be finding out about the changes that were made to hospitals and nursing as a consequence of the action of nurses Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale.

Geography: we will be learning about Jamaica, looking at the similarities and differences between Jamaica and the UK.

Science lessons during this term will focus on the properties of everyday materials. Throughout the year we will be looking at habitats of plants and animals in the school grounds and observing seasonal change of a tree in the orchard. 

Art: the children will use arrange of materials creatively to design and make products, use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space. They will do this using the ‘Pumpkin’ by the Japanese artist Yayoi Kusama as the stimulus, describing differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

[bookmark: _Hlk141379328]D&T: the children will explore mechanisms; wheels, axles and chassis. They will develop their skills of joining and using simple tools. 

RE: the children will explore what makes some places sacred and what can be learnt from sacred books in the Christian, Jewish and Muslim faiths.

PHSE:  across this term the children will be exploring and understanding families and friendship, safe relationships, respecting ourselves and others. They will do this though discussion and activities. 

Music: the children will be taught by our specialist music teacher pulse and voice. 

Computing: the children will look at information technology at school and beyond, in settings such as shops, hospitals, and libraries. They will investigate how information technology improves our world, and they will learn E safety, about using information technology responsibly. 

[bookmark: _Hlk141380728]Talk Time: is a weekly activity that encourages the children to discuss, explain, agree, disagree and question topical issues and philosophical questions. 

Values: Our school and British values are explored and shared in assemblies and are key elements in learning and social behaviour choices. 










 
 
 
 














[bookmark: _Hlk141380545][bookmark: _Hlk113204676][bookmark: _Hlk113205221]Homework: 
Your child reading daily at home is our homework focus for this term. Scheme reading books need to be read at least three times to develop your child’s ability to read fluently. Listen to them, discuss what they have read, ask them questions and read to them. Don’t forget to date, sign and comment in their reading record book
It is important that children bring the Book Bag and scheme reading book to school every day!


[bookmark: _Hlk141378439]Term Time Absence:  Please note: The Government expects children to maintain an attendance rate of 96% each year.
It is not acceptable to request lengthy periods of absence due to the impact this will have on your child’s education.
A request for Permission for Absence in Exceptional Circumstances should be made to Ms Ahmet prior to making any travel arrangements.
Each request will be reviewed on an individual basis.  You will be expected to provide evidence to support the reason for your request for absence from school.

[bookmark: _Hlk141378457]P.E. Kit:  Your child will need to come to school in their PE kit on Tuesdays and Fridays.  We are very lucky to have Coach Matthew teaching PE every Tuesday.
Please ensure your child is in the school PE kit -navy shorts, joggers or leggings, house t-shirts (Bedford blue, Richmond, red, Grosvenor green, York yellow and trainers. PE kit—as well as all our school uniform— is available from the Smiths school outfitters. Please ensure that your child wears trainers they are able to take them off and put them on and do them up. 

[bookmark: _Hlk141378483]JEWELLERY: Please ensure your child does not wear any jewellery to school. 
Only stud earrings in pierced ears are permitted for safety reasons.

[bookmark: _Hlk141378539]IMPORTANT DATES:

Autumn Term:
Parents’ Evenings at school:
Wednesday 18th October 3.30-5.30
Thursday 19th October 3.30-5.30

SCHOOL CLOSURES:
Autumn Term:
· Last day of the half term Friday 20th October (school finishes 3.20 normal time) 
· Half Term: 23rd – 27th October 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Monday 30th October – INSET Day -SCHOOL CLOSED

Last Day of Autumn Term: 
· Wednesday 20th December - School ends at 2pm







