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YEAR 5 CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER
Dear Parents/Carers,								
Welcome back to the new school year at Galliard. We hope this year is an enjoyable and successful one for all children in Year 5.
The teachers working in Year 5 are:
· 5M – Mrs Middleton 
· 5S – Ms Suleyman 
· 5B – Miss Boles

Additional Teachers: Miss Carrington

HLTAs: Ms Leppert and Ms Valentine

Teaching assistants: Mr Mitchell and Mrs Mohabir

Assistant Headteacher: Mrs Middleton
 
English 
We follow the National Curriculum for English. The children will continue to develop and apply their comprehension skills when reading. During Destination Reader lessons, they will focus on improving: clarifying, summarising, predicting, making connections, inference, questioning and evaluating skills as well as improving their test techniques. During writing lessons, the children will follow a Talk 4 Writing approach and have experience in writing in different genres such as: formal and informal letter writing using our class text as stimulus. In the second half term, we will be writing diary entries and non-chronological reports. We will discreetly teach spelling, punctuation and grammar and then embed this throughout our writing sessions.  

Maths 
We follow the National Curriculum for Mathematics that covers a range of mathematical skills. There is a strong emphasis this term on understanding number- we will be working on ordering and comparing numbers up to 1,000,000 and understanding the value of each digit. We will also cover place value and extend children’s addition, subtraction multiplication and division formal calculation skills. We will also look at area and perimeter of simple and compound shapes. The children will develop their skills in problem solving, reasoning and explanation.                    

Science 
During Science lessons this term, children will be learning about Living Things and their Habitats. They will find out about the work of influential scientists such as Sir David Attenborough and Jane Goodall.  They will learn about sexual and asexual reproduction and life cycles, and how humans develop throughout their life.  

RE 
This half term we will be studying the festivals and customs of Buddhism. Next half term we will be learning about Islam and the Muslim way of life.  

Computing 
Throughout the term, the children will be developing their knowledge of computing systems and networks and how to use search engines effectively. They will also learn about 3D drawing and creating digital media. Throughout the term, they will also extend their understanding of e-safety. 

History
This term, the children will be learning about life during the Anglo-Saxon times with a focus on the impact they had on modern Britain. We will be creating a timeline and placing this period of time alongside areas the children have already learnt about. 

Geography 
We will be working on answering the disciplinary question ‘Why is California so thirsty?’ This links with how water is used in California for farming, how water is transported and how the water cycle plays its part in this process.

Art 
The children will be studying the artist Vincent Van Gogh and some of his famous artworks. They will use the technique of impasto with oil paints to recreate their own versions of Van Gogh’s work.

D & T
After half term, the children will be studying breadmaking in Design and Technology. 

MFL
The children will be developing their knowledge and use of French, which will begin with a recap of their previous learning before moving on to develop conversational French, such as asking questions and describing themselves. They will also learn to describe a city, ask for directions and buy tickets.

Music 
​In music, the children will be learning about the purpose of sea shanties as work songs. They will sing a sea shanty expressively and with a strong beat, learn a cup rhythm game, keeping to the best of the song, create body percussion patterns to accompany a sea shanty, create accompaniments and rehearse and perform.

PSHE
In PSHE lessons, the children will be discussing topics around managing friendship, peer influence and keeping safe. They will also think about responding respectfully to a wide range of people; recognising prejudice and discrimination. 

Uniform and P.E
Thank you to all those parents/carers who have sent their children to school in full school uniform. A few reminders: footwear should be either plain black shoes or trainers and the only jewellery which children are allowed to wear are a small watch and stud earrings in pierced ears for safety reasons.

[bookmark: _Hlk145270320][bookmark: _GoBack]Children in Year 5 will be doing 2 PE sessions each week. One session will be Outdoor Adventurous Activities (OAA) and the other will focus on Net/Wall Games which will be taught by Coach Matthew.

All children are required to wear appropriate PE kits. – navy or black plain shorts or tracksuit bottoms and house coloured t-shirts. No football tops or logo sportswear should be worn. PE kits should be worn to school on the following days:

5M – Monday and Thursday
5B – Tuesday and Thursday
5S – Wednesday and Thursday

Homework 
Children will receive maths homework weekly with a clear return date, which will be set on MyMaths. It is an expectation that children logon to MyMaths weekly to complete this. Reading Diary entries also need to be completed weekly. Homework is very important because it consolidates what has been taught in the classroom the previous week. We expect that all children complete their homework.  If your child is having difficulty with the homework, they need to ask their class teacher for assistance.  Spellings will also be issued weekly for the children to practice and topical homework will be given out each half term. 

Reading 
Children are expected to read at home every day and then record what has been read in their Reading Diary, which will be checked weekly in school. We follow the Accelerated Reader programme where children read books at their ability level. Once they have completed their books, an online quiz is completed in school. Reading is key to accessing all areas of the curriculum and needs to be practised at home as much as possible. 

Times Tables 
All Year 5 children should know their times tables and division facts off by heart. Times tables are used constantly in all areas of Maths and the children need to have rapid recall of these facts.  We ask that you regularly quiz your child at home to ensure they learn them quickly. The children all have personal logins for Times Table RockStars and can use this to improve their speed, recall and knowledge of times table facts. 
IMPORTANT DATES
Parents’ Evenings – Autumn Term:
· Wednesday 18th October: 3.30 – 6.30 p.m.
· Thursday 19th October: 2 – 5.30 p.m.
These parents’ consultations will be held in school and are a chance for you to hear about how your child has settled into class.

School Closures (Autumn Term):
· Inset Day: October 30th – school closed for children
· Half Term: Monday 23rd – Friday 27th October 2023

Activity and Department Dates:
Friday 8th September at 9am in Large Hall - UKS2 (Year 5 and 6) Parent Welcome Meeting

Last Day of Term:
Wednesday 20th December – close at 2.00 p.m.

Any questions or queries about anything mentioned in this newsletter please make an appointment with your child’s teacher.

Thank you for your continued support.
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