
YEAR 6 CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER
Dear Parents/Carers,
[image: ]										
Welcome back to the new school year at Galliard. We hope this year is an enjoyable and successful one for all children in Year 6.
 
The teachers working in Year 6 are:
6O – Ms Olasoju 6K – Ms Kilker   6W – Ms Wing   
    
Higher Level Teaching Assistant: Ms Valentine

Teaching assistants: Ms Syjud, Ms Hussain and Mr Lillis

Assistant Headteacher: Mrs Middleton
 
English
We follow the National Curriculum for English. The children will continue to develop and apply their comprehension skills when reading. During Destination Reader lessons, they will focus on improving: clarifying, summarising, predicting, making connections, inference, questioning and evaluating skills as well as improving their test techniques. During writing lessons, will gain experience in writing in different genres such as: personification poetry, description, narrative, non-chronological report and journalistic writing as well as improving their grammar, punctuation and spelling skills. We will be using texts we are reading to help feed into our writing tasks. 
	
Maths
We follow the National Curriculum for Mathematics that covers a range of mathematical skills. There is a strong emphasis this term on understanding number (reading, writing and using numbers to 10 million in numerals and words). We will also cover place value and extend children’s addition, subtraction multiplication and division formal calculation skills. Children will have experience in linking fractions, decimals and percentages. The children will develop their skills in problem solving, reasoning and explanation.		

Science
During Science lessons this term, children will be learning about classifying and using keys to identify Livings Things such as plants and animals and finding out about the work of scientist Carl Linnaeus. They will also learn about organs and the circulatory system in Humans and will consider the importance of living a healthy lifestyle.

RE
Enfield have reworked how RE is taught in the borough so we will be exploring the subject of RE in a slightly difference way. This term we will be looking at two big questions from the perspective of a variety of religions and also non-religious people. Those questions are ‘Why do some people believe God exists?’ and ‘What difference does it make to believe in Ahimsa?’

Computing
Throughout the term, the children will be developing their knowledge of computing systems and networks and how to use search engines effectively. They will also learn how to digitally manipulate 2D and 3D shapes, leading to planning and making their own 3D shape. They will also extend their understanding of e-safety.

Music
In Year 6, we will start the year looking at swing-style jazz. We will learn the song 'Hey, Mr Miller,' which refers to the American musician Alton Glenn Miller and have the opportunity to discover some of the most rebound big band leaders of 1930's and 1940's America. 

Children will: 
· Learn the song 'Hey, Mr Miller'
· Find out about swing music 
· Learn about scat singing and swing rhythms with Ella Fitzgerald and Duke Ellington 
· Improvise syncopated melodies using notes of the C major scale 
· [bookmark: _Hlk113296156]Sing and play a class arrangement with a good sense of ensemble.
History 
This term, the children will be learning about World War II with a focus on the life on the home-front. We will also look at significant people who were alive during this time period such as Winston Churchill, Adolf Hitler and Anne Frank. We will be linking this work with our writing lessons. 

Geography
In Geography, we are looking at South America. We will be looking at the physical and human geography of a region in each continent with a focus on trade. The children will be learning about importing and exporting, identifying trade links and understanding how and why geographical features impact trade.  

Art
This term the children will be exploring different drawing techniques. They will be using a WW2 painting for inspiration and will create a final piece of artwork using different tones and shades.

MFL
The children will be developing their knowledge and use of French by learning to talk about their likes and dislikes and name items of clothing.

Homework
Children will receive Maths and Reading homework weekly with a clear return date, specified by your child’s teacher.  Homework is very important because it goes over what has been taught in the classroom the previous week.  We expect that all children complete their homework.  If your child is having difficulty with the homework, they need to ask their class teacher for assistance. 

Reading
Children are expected to read at home every day and then record what has been read in their Reading Diary, which will be checked weekly in school. We follow the Accelerated Reader programme and children have free choice to read books at their ability level. Once they have completed their books, an online quiz is completed in school. Reading is key to accessing all areas of the curriculum and needs to be practised at home as much as possible. 

Times Tables
All Year 6 children should know their times tables and division facts off by heart. Times tables are used constantly in all areas of Maths and the children need to have rapid recall of these facts.  We ask that you regularly quiz your child at home to ensure they learn them quickly. The children all have personal logins for Times Table RockStars and can use this to improve their speed, recall and knowledge of times table facts.

Uniform and P.E
Thank you to all those parents/carers who have sent their children to school in full school uniform. A few reminders: footwear should be either plain black shoes or trainers and the only jewellery which children are allowed to wear are a small watch and stud earrings in pierced ears for safety reasons.

Children in Year 6 will be doing indoor and outdoor PE each week. Indoor PE will be Gymnastics and Outdoor PE will be Net/Wall and Invasion Games taught by Coach Matthew.
All children are required to wear appropriate PE kits. – navy or black plain shorts or tracksuit bottoms and house coloured t-shirts. No football tops or logo sportswear should be worn. PE kits should be worn to school on for the following days in each class: 6W & 6O Mondays and Thursdays, and 6K Thursday and Fridays 

Attendance and Term Time Absence  
Please ensure your child is at school on time every day. Gates open at 8.45am and register is taken promptly at 8.55am. It is essential to children’s learning that they are present at the beginning of every lesson. In year 6 especially, we encourage all children to be in school as close to 8:45 as possible as we use this time before the register for extra work and reading time. 
 
Please note: The Government expects children to maintain an attendance rate of 96% each year. It is not acceptable to request lengthy periods of absence due to the impact this will have on your child’s education. A request for Permission for Absence in Exceptional Circumstances should be made Ms Ahmet prior to making any travel arrangements. Each request will be reviewed on an individual basis.  You will be expected to provide evidence to support the reason for your request for absence from school.

IMPORTANT DATES
Secondary Transfer Tuesday 19th September 2023 - Parent Secondary Transfer Meetings 9am in the Large Hall.
· Contact Mrs Berman in the school office for support with your application.
· The closing date for online Secondary Transfer Applications is 31st October 2023.

Parents’ Evenings – Autumn Term:  
The dates for this term are:
· Wednesday 18th October: 3.30 – 7.30 p.m. 
· Thursday 19th October: 3.30 – 5.30 p.m.
These parents’ consultations will be held in school and are a chance for you to hear about how your child has settled into class.

School Closures (Autumn Term):
· Inset Day - Monday 30th October 2023 – School Closed 
· Half Term: Monday 23th – Friday 27th October 2023

Activity and Department Dates:
Friday 8th September at 9am in large Hall - UKS2 (Year 5 and 6) Parent Welcome Meeting
Friday 8th September – 6W Trip to House of Parliament
Thursday 14th September – 6K Trip to House of Parliament
Tuesday 19th September – 6O Trip to House of Parliament

Last Day of Term: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Wednesday 20th December 2023 – School ends at 2pm 
Any questions or queries about anything mentioned in this letter please make an appointment with your child’s teacher.

Thank you for your continued support.
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