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What is it like to attend this school?

As part of the Children First Academy Trust, Galliard is a school where children
genuinely come first. Learning matters here — leaders have high expectations for all
pupils, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). The
curriculum is broad and ambitious. This helps pupils to deepen their knowledge and
understanding. They are enthusiastic, work hard and produce work of a high quality.
They are very well prepared for the next stage of their education.

Behaviour is exceptional. The high expectations from staff and robust systems for
dealing with any incidents ensure that pupils understand the importance of good
behaviour. They are kind, responsible and respectful and demonstrate high levels of
self-control. The school’s values are embodied in the calm, purposeful atmosphere in
all lessons and around the school. This ensures that pupils feel safe and are kept
safe each day.

A wide variety of visits and workshops enriches the curriculum. For example, in
science, older pupils have accessed webinars from a biomechanic making prosthetic
limbs and a digital engineer talking about designing and constructing floating
staircases. These are linked to leaders’ work to build pupils’ future aspirations.

Pupils are rightly proud of their school. They know that leaders value their opinions
and contributions. The school parliament and its members work with leaders to
review the school’s current practices and suggest ideas for improvements.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

A love of reading is evident across the school because it is given a high priority.
Pupils are enthusiastic about books and enjoy both reading and being read to. All
staff are well trained and deliver the phonics programme with precision. This starts
from children’s first days in school. Books used to teach reading are carefully
matched to the sounds that pupils know. This provides the practice needed to
develop fluency and confidence. Those at risk of falling behind are identified swiftly.
Support, through carefully planned interventions, helps pupils catch up and keep up
with their peers.

Leaders have developed an ambitious curriculum that matches, and in some areas
exceeds, expectations nationally. The curriculum in all subjects sets out the
knowledge, skills and specific vocabulary that pupils need to know, starting from
early years. Essential knowledge has been ‘chunked’ into small steps to support
pupils’ learning. For example, in physical education (PE), pupils practise balancing.
They know the difference between point and patch balances. They use this
fundamental movement skill to improve their stance when batting, throwing and
catching in cricket and rounders. Similarly, in mathematics, children in Nursery
practise counting forwards and backwards using a hopscotch grid. This repeated
practice deepens early understanding of humbers to 10. As a result, children have a
strong base to build on in Reception and Year 1.
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Teachers have secure subject knowledge because of the regular training and support
they receive from leaders across the trust. This ensures that they have the expertise
to deliver the curriculum effectively. Teachers regularly check pupils’ understanding.
Teachers address any errors and misconceptions before moving on. Information
gleaned from assessment is also used to further refine the curriculum. For example,
in science, leaders have ensured that pupils learn about liquids, solids and gases
before they learn about sound. As a result, they can understand how sound travels.

Pupils with SEND typically access the same ambitious curriculum as their peers. This
is because teachers are skilled at making appropriate adaptations to tasks for
individual pupils, as required. Pupils in the additional resourced classes, Sunbeam
and Moonbeam, receive a well-sequenced curriculum. They secure the knowledge
they need to be successful as well as embedding important life skills.

Behaviour is excellent, and low-level disruption is rare. Pupils are enthusiastic and
committed to their learning. Most pupils attend school regularly and on time.
Effective support is in place for those whose attendance needs to improve.

Provision for pupils’ personal development is exceptional. A wide variety of
enrichment activities is available. These take place at lunchtime and after school to
ensure that all can attend. There is a high take-up of this offer. Responsibility is a
key school value, and pupils are keen to take on the wealth of opportunities offered.
For example, they can become members of the eco-council or school parliament, or
become playground friends, reading buddies or, in Year 6, personal assistants to the
headteacher. They take these responsibilities seriously. Selection for these roles
helps pupils to understand the importance of democracy and prepares them for life
in modern Britain. There are also regular opportunities to discuss and debate moral
issues during ‘time to talk’.

Leaders, including trustees and those responsible for local governance, have created
an ambitious culture that puts pupils’ learning at the centre of everything they do.
Leaders at all levels share a real commitment to ongoing school improvement. They
have a detailed and accurate understanding of the school’s strengths and the areas
they want to continue to develop even further.

Staff, including those at the start of their careers, appreciate the support they are
given to develop professionally. They are positive about leaders’ consideration for
their workload and well-being.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff have safeguarding at the heart of all they do. Staff are well trained
to identify any concerns that may arise. These are reported quickly. Leaders know
pupils and their families well and work with a range of external agencies to secure
any help they may need.
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The curriculum has been developed to give pupils the knowledge they need in order
to make safe decisions. For example, workshops and assemblies have been used to
highlight the risks associated with gang affiliation.

Those responsible for governance ensure that statutory procedures are fully
implemented. This includes checking that robust pre-employment checks are carried
out as part of the safer recruitment process.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as

part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details

Unique reference number 146862

Local authority Enfield
Inspection number 10268125

Type of school Primary

School category Academy converter
Age range of pupils 2to 11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 732

Appropriate authority Board of trustees

Chair of trust Jenny Tosh

Headteacher Caroline Clifford

Website www.galliardprimaryschool.co.uk

Date of previous inspection Not previously inspected under section 5

of the Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B Galliard Primary School converted to become an academy in the Children First
Academy Trust in April 2019.

B When the predecessor school, Galliard Primary School, was last inspected by
Ofsted, it was judged to be good overall.

B The current headteacher was appointed in November 2021.

B The school has additional resourced provision for pupils with autism spectrum
disorder and complex needs. There are currently seven pupils enrolled in this
provision.

B The school makes use of specialist speech and language provision at a
neighbouring primary school.

B The school runs a breakfast and after-school club.
W The school has a provision for two-year-olds.
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Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with
leaders and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B Inspectors met with the headteacher, the deputy headteachers and members of
staff. They also spoke with the commissioned school improvement partner and
met with four governors from the local board, including the chair of governors.

B Inspectors carried out deep dives in early reading, mathematics, physical
education, music and geography. For each deep dive, inspectors met with subject
leaders, discussed the curriculum, visited a sample of lessons, and spoke with
some pupils about their learning and looked at samples of their work.

B Inspectors also considered the curriculum in other subjects.
B Inspectors considered early mathematics in the Nursery and Reception classes.

B Inspectors looked at a range of documents, including leaders’ priorities for
improvement.

B Inspectors reviewed the arrangements for safeguarding by scrutinising records
and through discussions with leaders, staff and pupils.

B The views of pupils, parents and carers, and staff were gathered through
discussions, and the responses to Ofsted’s surveys were considered.

Inspection team

Samantha Ingram, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector

Rekha Bhakoo Ofsted Inspector

Curtis Sweetingham Ofsted Inspector

Helen Morrison Ofsted Inspector
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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